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Started in 1960 the ACF Chefs de Cuisine Society of Oregon, Inc. has held 
an Annual Awards Banquet and selects a Chef of the Year.  This year proved 
to be one of the best events ever with a six course classic dinner, wines from 
Noble Estate and a gala night of award announcements. 
 
Some recipients of the Chef of the Year: 
1960 Charles Altorfer AAC  
1963 Ernest Herzog, CEC, AAC (Owner Matterhorn Restaurant) 
1967 Horst Mager (Owner Gustav�s and Rhinelander Restaurants)  
1969 Laszlo Imri, AAC                                      1970 Robert Kempton AAC,  
1974 Helmut Jacobs, CEC, AAC                       1978 Dieter Hundt,  
1980 Richard Finley, CEC,  
1982 Xavier Bauser (Retired Executive Chef London Grill-Benson Hotel) 
1983 George Akau, CEC, CCE, AAC 
1984 Jacob Elmer CEPC, AAC (Owner JaCiva�s Chocolates) 
1985 Larry Maines, CEC, CCE, AAC, (Clark College)  
1986 Leif Bensen CEC, AAC, (Executive Chef Timberline Lodge),  
1989 Jack Cervetto, CEC, AAC (NW Gas)       1995 John Sharp, CEC  
1998 Ron Buzzetti, CEC                    1999 Anthony Dana, CEC, AAC  
2002 Tamara Leibfarth (Owner Just in Thyme Catering)                        
2004 Patti Curfman CEC, CEPC, AAC  
2005 Brian Siegal, CEC (Executive Chef Portland Hilton)  
2006 Richard Burr, CEC (Executive Chef Spirit Mtn. Casino)  
2007 Ric Menegat, CEC and  
2008 R. Andrew McColley, CEC, CCE  
 

This year�s Chef of the Year Kirk Iverson, CEC easily fills the shoes of 
those that preceded him. Kirk is the Executive Chef since1993 for the 



Adventist Medical Center, ACF Chapter Board Member, Club Secretary, 
Western Culinary Institute graduate and father of 5. 

Kirk�s culinary world began as a dishwasher in 1973 at Portland Sanitarium 
& Hospital on 60th and Belmont. One of the Old School cooks saw potential 
in Kirk and started teaching him about cooking, Graduated high school from 
Portland Union Academy in 1976. Briefly attended Walla Walla College, 
and later Mt Hood College. Has worked as a Chef and Food Service 
Manager. 

Was invited in 1987 to prepare the vegetarian courses at a benefit dinner at 
Hanford Community Hospital, Hosted by Bob Hope. Attended Western 
Culinary Institute 1988/1989, graduated October 1989. 
 
Joined the ACF Chefs de Cuisine Society in 2002, earned his CEC in 2003, 
and has been the chapter�s Secretary from 2003 to 2009. 

Father of 5 children: Shaun, Kenneth, Michelle, Tyler & Tamara. One 
grandchild, Savannah. �Besides food, I enjoy backpacking in the M ontana 
wilderness, riding motorcycles off road, and the endless remodeling projects 
around the house.�  

ACF Chefs de Cuisine Society of Oregon, Inc. is a non-profit chapter of the 
American Culinary Federation, established in 1950.  Membership is made up 
of chefs, purveyors and students dedicated to the profession of food 
preparation, hospitality, fine dining, competition and certification.  Goal and 
objectives are achieved through community projects, volunteerism and 
reaching out to all those connected with the food industry. 
For more information please visit: www.acforegonchefs.org   
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Heathman Lodge, Vancouver, Washington 
 
 

 
Banquet Host Chef R. Andrew McColley, CEC, CCE and 
Chef of the Year 2008. 
 



 
ACF Chapter President Chef Ric Menegat, CEC 
 
 
 

 
Dining table honoring our members that have passed on. 
 



 
S. Imri receiving recognition from  
Chef Anthony Dana, CEC, AAC for her late father and 
chapter member Laszlo Imri, AAC 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Presenting 1st Purveyor of the Year to (far right) Mike Spears  
from Sunshine Dairy are Chefs Erol Kanmaz, CEC and 
R. Andrew McColley, CEC, CCE 
 
 



 
 
 

 
Receiving 2nd Purveyor of the Year is Jeff Latham with Nicky USA 
 along side of R. Andrew McColley, CEC, CCE and Erol Kanmaz, CEC 
 
 
 

 
Chef Anthony Danna, CEC, AAC receiving the Charles Altorfer 
Professionalism Award from President Ric Menegat, CEC  



 
President Chef Ric Menegat announces the Chef of Year finalist: 
Chef J.D. Thomas, CEC, Chef Erol Kanmaz, CEC and  
Chef Kirk Iverson, CEC along side of R. Andrew McColley, CEC, CCE 
 
 
 

 
Chef Kirk Iverson, CEC surprised as this year�s Chef of the Year 
Kirk is the Executive Chef for Adventist Medical Center,  
Chapter Secretary, member Board of Directors, 
Western Culinary Institute graduate and father of 5  
 
 



 
(l-r) Chapter President Chef Ric Menegat, CEC, 2009 Chef of the Year Kirk Iverson, 
CEC, Chef J.D Thomas, CEC and Banquet Host Chef R. Andrew McColley, CEC, 
CCE 
 
 
 

 
Chef R. Andrew McColley, CEC, CCE receives his Chef of 
the Year plaque for 2008 from President Ric Menegat, CEC 


